 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Dear Editor:


Do people such as Richard Gipe (June 11 letter) really think we are dumb enough to buy their argument that 2 lanes handle traffic just as well as 4 lanes? At the same time he tells us “downtown is growing, more people are coming downtown, and so we should expect traffic to  slow somewhat due to there being more people.” We understand the perception people like Mr. Gipe from Los Angeles have of our backwoods intellect but telling us to just accept traffic getting worse and comparing us to LA is not something we appreciate. What we do know is that our traffic flow could and should be improved with 4-lanes instead of 2. What we also know is that the citizens of Hot Springs do not owe his telemarketing company free parking at their doorstep.


We keep hearing this small special interest group tell us that they are paying for the improvements so we should just shut up and stop the “tempest in a teacup.” We have no major problem with the city using our hard-earned tax dollars to pay for materials to fix up their storefronts, install street lights, and buy some trees if they are going to pay us back through apportionments. We do have a problem with anyone trying to make us believe that our tax money isn’t being misused when we see our street crews, our engineers, and our supervisors using our city owned equipment to build a bottleneck instead of working on projects around town that are actually needed. We also have a big problem when people try to make us believe that creating a bottleneck for our emergency responders somehow enhances safety. 


Mr. Gipe, you and your small contingent of building owners somehow sold the city leaders on trying 2-lane parking for a 90 day “trial period” which has now become 7 months. You managed to make it more difficult to remove this bottleneck by misrepresenting what “temporary” means and placing concrete “bump-outs” into traffic lanes instead of just stripping the pavement. Your statement, “There is a consensus among building owners within this district the city should vote to leave the development work alone” speaks volumes. Do you really think we aren’t smart enough to interpret that as meaning that your selfish little group should be listened to instead of the public? How dare you blatantly encourage the city to cater to your special interests instead of the best interests of the entire city? Like it or not, Mr. Gipe, we are a growing city with growing traffic problems. If our city leaders put special interests ahead of proper planning and public safety, they will not be our city leaders for long.


We checked out your website www.art-exchange.com and discovered that you run a growing telemarketing company.  Our website is www.Hot-Springs-Metro.org. We hope that our citizens will look at both sites and decide for themselves which is in business to make money and which is there to ensure that the public has a voice in how our city it operated. Mr. Gipe, we here in Hot Springs may not be the mental giants you brilliant folks from LA are but we have enough common sense to recognize when the “wool is being pulled over our eyes.” You and your growing company of telemarketers might should consider relocating into an area that already has ample parking instead of selfishly causing us unnecessary congestion and safety problems by parking your employees on our only north-south thoroughfare. Perhaps you didn’t realize it but some of our less congested areas actually have phone service now.

Bob Driggers

