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Reduce Central Avenue from four lanes to two by Bridge Street?
Sheriff’s Department: 
“Central (Avenue) is our primary route to the northern part of the county.  It sure would be a great help to have that area left four-lanes or, at least, have an emergency lane there.”
Police Department:
“That section of Central Avenue is a bottleneck and a traffic hazard.  Our opinion was not asked.” (about reducing traffic flow). “Any time you go from 4 lanes to 2 lanes you are going to congest traffic and possibly restrict emergency vehicles.”

Fire Department: 





“It wasn’t easy to get some of our bigger vehicles through there even when it was 4 lanes.  There is absolutely no way to get around that traffic now.  We use Broadway and Malvern (Avenue) some of the time but it’s not much better.”  “We’ve made an alternate plan to deal with it.”  “Yeah, it would be better if it were 4 lanes.”

Ambulance Service:
“It’s a mess and it’s getting bigger.” “That’s the only access route we have to that end of town.”  “Why do the workers down there work during the busiest time of day?”  “We’re not opposed to making that area look better because it looks horrible now but it needs to be left as 4 lanes.  We have already had problems trying to get through there.  We even used the Gorge Road during the HOG rally.” (Malvern Avenue was roped off during that time)
Ambulance Service:









“That (bottleneck on Central Avenue) is just a horrendous situation.”  “It creates difficulties in getting through there in a timely fashion. It is trying at times.”

Arkansas Highway Department:
 How can anyone think removing traffic lanes on Central is a good thing, especially in that area?”  “In the 90s, the City adopted a comprehensive plan to four-lane Central from Grande Avenue to Bridge Street but apparently the CBID #3 had that plan scrapped.  That is still what needs to be done” “When the city initially proposed the (2 lane) project, we tried to dissuade them because it was a bad idea.”

Hot Springs Convention and Visitors Bureau
“detrimental effect. .devastating to downtown . .End the test program now. .” See letter attached


