[image: image3.jpg]downtown. One can only guess how many residents of Hot Springs Village have decided
to shop in Benton or Little Rock rather than visit Hot Springs.

Please communicate this request to whoever has the authority to make this change. I was
unsure whether your office, the State Highway Department, or the CBID 111 board has
that authority. I have copied this letter to everyone who is remotely involved.

Thank you for your help in this matter. I feel that my request is urgent and should be
acted on as quickly as possible. I cannot imagine going into the racing season with this
test program still in place.

Thank you for your help with this matter.

Sincerely,

Arrison
Executive Director

cc: Hot Springs City Board
Hot Springs Advertising and Promotion Commission
Dan Flowers, Highway Department
Tim Baber, Highway Department
Davis Tillman, CBID 111
Ray Owen. CBID I11
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September 28, 2005

Mr. Kent Myers

City Manager

City of Hot Springs

Post Office Box 700

Hot Springs. Arkansas 71902

Dear Kent:

The purpose of this letter is to request that the test program of allowing parking on both
sides of Central Avenue in the new CBID III be discontinued as soon as possible. This
test program is having a detrimental affect on downtown and the image of our city.

Since this program was implemented and Central Avenue was narrowed to allow on-
street parking we have seen an unbelievable increase in the amount of traffic jams in the
downtown area. During the recent weekend, and for several weekends before, traffic has
been backed up all the way to Mickey’s Bar-B-Q to the north and across Grand Avenue
to the south due to the logjam that has been created.

The access for emergency vehicles that have to travel this stretch of Central Avenue is
non-existent. They are forced to wait in line with the rest of the unfortunate motorists.
Heaven forbid that they get behind a motorist trying to parallel park in one of the new
spots that has been created.

My intention is not to debate the merits of this change but to point out the fact that it is
not working. Let’s not continue a test program for the entire period allotted if it is not

working. End the test program now and return Central Avenue to the four lanes of traffic
that existed before.

The long term effects of leaving this bottleneck in place will be devastating to downtown
Hot Springs and will further advance the notion that traffic is terrible all over Hot
Springs. Drivers are already looking for ways to avoid this area and with the opening of
the MLK extension in the coming months will have another reason not to travel through
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