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Board of Directors Meeting 7 October 3, 2005 at 7:00 P.M.

18 Request from Mr. Bob Driggers Regarding Removal of Two-Lane Traffic on Central from Ouachita to Malvern or Spring Street
Mr. Bob Driggers spoke of the traffic congestion on Central Avenue due to the removal of

the traffic lanes. He said he has talked to the Sheriff’s Department, Police Department, Fire

Department, both ambulance services, and the Arkansas State Highway and Transportation

Department. Also, Mr. Steve Arrison, executive director of the Advertising and Promotion

Commission, had written a letter in objection. He said that out of the seven or eight entities that he

contacted, 100 percent of them were opposed to making this two-lane traffic on Central Avenue.

He pointed out that during the Hog Rally, the ambulances were using Gorge Road because of this

“bottleneck.” He recommended that the Board consider Mr. Arrison’s suggestion to remove the

parking and widen the street immediately.

Mayor Bush pointed out there is still some construction in that area, such as the sidewalks,

and cannot return to four lanes at the present time. Mr. Driggers said it probably could not on the

west side but could on the other side.

Director Maruthur mentioned she was parked in traffic around three minutes at Ouachita at

12:15; but when she came to Spring Street, there was no traffic at all. She said she believes the

concept is a good but expressed concern because there is not an alternative for emergency services,

which could result in someone losing their life. She noted there will be a grading and repaving of

Central Avenue, and they are trying to lower the paving in order to have curbs. She questioned when

it is scheduled to begin, and City Manager Kent Myers replied that it is scheduled the first week in

November. Director Maruthur said if this experiment does not work out or if somebody loses a life

as a result of this, the City is going to be removing the concrete resulting in another patched, paving

area on Central. She stated she has received some calls from people who are involved in this, and

they said until this is finished, the Board should not even consider it. She stressed that this is a

safety issue, and safety is always her first concern. She commented that from the paper distributed

by Mr. Driggers, it appears that all of the emergency responders are in agreement with this being

a dangerous change in the downtown area.

Director Edwards said he has received several phone calls, and none of them have been in

favor of this.

Director Smith stated he does not believe there has been a true test of this experiment on

Central Avenue based on the fact that Bridge Street has been closed since the construction has

begun. He added there has been construction from the beginning which has closed one or two lanes

on either side. He stressed there has not been a true test and need to get Bridge Street opened and

try it for 60 or 90 days.

Mr. Rico Harris, 124 Bafanridge, stated there has not been a true test due to the construction

in the area. He added that he works in the 800 block of Central and has noticed that the traffic is

slower, which is what they have tried to accomplish. He explained that one of the goals with this

project is to calm the traffic; and he has seen the traffic moving steadily but slower, resulting in more

pedestrian safety, which is another primary goal. Regarding the people who are opposed to it, he

said that he has the approval of the Highway Department for this project, including the parking.

He has also talked with the EMT’s on Ouachita, who told him they had not noticed a significant

change in their ability to get through; and even if this street were not here, they could go down

Exchange, Ouachita, Broadway or Spring.

Director Maruthur stated if an ambulance were to begin at Ouachita, thinking they could get

through that one area by the Bathhouse Show but could not, they could not take an alternative.

Mr. Harris explained if there is a wreck in that block and an ambulance cannot get through

because of another wreck, they can radio another ambulance and send them down Exchange. He

suggested that the City allow the project to finish before making a judgment.

Mr. Davis Tillman, 118 Central Avenue, chairman of the CBID No. 3, advised that according

to the State’s top highway studies, they have stated this would not affect the emergency services.

He pointed out if it were opened up to four lanes, there have been pedestrians hit crossing the four

lanes. He stressed that one of the reasons for this was a safety issue. He commented that this has

not been a true test, and the study said this would be workable and would slow traffic to a certain

degree. Also, by slowing down the trucks, it will cause less damage to the shale rock.
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Mr. David French said that he has two buildings at 825 and 827 Central Avenue, and this

project has been ongoing since 2002. He reported they talked with the EMT service on Ouachita,

and they said the only problem they have had is going in and out of the cones on Central Avenue.

He stated if an ambulance needs to get by, motorists can turn into the parking lot next to the Malco,

go up Bridge Street, or Chapel Street. If a motorist is attempting to parallel park and an ambulance

is trying to get through, he pointed out that motorists would get out of the way.

Mayor Bush asked how long the project will last, and City Manager Kent Myers advised that

the project will be completed around November 1, 2005, as far as the street improvements; and then

the paving will take a couple of weeks. He added the actual trial period will get underway around

November 15. He said the Board had previously approved a six-month trial period, but he believes

90 days will be a good time frame in determining how the traffic will flow. He suggested reducing

the trial period to 90 days and bring it back to the Board by the middle of February. Mr. David French said he believes that will work and suggested a meeting with the Fire Chief, Police Chief, and the EMT’s to discuss the plan and alternative routes.

City Manager Kent Myers pointed out that it slows down traffic, but the goal is to make sure

the traffic is not congested through that area; and there is a steady flow of traffic. According to Mr.

Ernie Peters, who did the traffic study over a year ago, the City should be able to achieve that

continuous traffic flow.

Director Maruthur said she does not have a problem with a trial period, and she was in favor

of the CBID No. 3 Improvement District. She stated that her concern is with the concrete and

making it a permanent barrier. She mentioned if it does not work, the City will have to pay to

remove them and do the repaving.

Mr. French replied there is contingency money for that. He added that former Public Works

Director Ron Kohler had discussed this issue where the Gallery Central is located. At the bend,

there were problems with semi-trucks making that turn without going into the sidewalk, and they

hit the pole every time they came around that corner. He said if they are in that outer lane, they are

going to go upon the sidewalk. He commented they looked at this as a safety issue.

Director Maruthur mentioned that passive security had been discussed where there would

be spheres or planters to protect the pedestrians but did not know what happened to that idea. She

emphasized that she has a lot of safety concerns.

Mr. Eric Drenua, 829 and 831 Central, said he believes the City needs to give this plan a

chance to work and is very concerned about the pedestrians’ safety. He commented that it is a good

idea to keep the parking.

It was the consensus of the Board to give this project a trial period for 90 days and receive

some input from the emergency responders.
The above minutes are from the Board of Directors Meeting 9 October 3, 2005 at 7:00 P.M.
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Board of Directors Meeting 24 October 17, 2005 at 7:00 P.M.

Director Maruthur stated that in some of the materials the Board has received, there is a

reference that the grading and paving was going to begin soon from the gorge and work their way

up Central to Spring. She said she is receiving complaints regarding the CBID No. 3 extension into

the street and the permanency of it (the concrete). She stated that she plans to request this be

removed at the next agenda meeting, which is a direct response from the all of the citizens of the

City. Also, she has been presented with several petitions.

Mayor Bush asked if she wants to declare the CBID void; and Director Maruthur stated that

the problem is the concrete extensions into the street. She added the Board approved it as

temporary with the parking, but it is permanent the way it is structured. She pointed out when they

do the grading and paving, if they have to go back, it is going to be patched.

Director Weatherford commented that the Board approved that as a six-month trial period;

and in the beginning, it was discussed as temporary but is becoming very permanent. He noted the

State of Arkansas is spending a lot of money to pave that area, which is needed. He pointed out

there will be areas where they have made planters; and a manhole that would have to be lowered,

which would require digging a large hole. He pointed out that the Board has shortened the trial

period to 90 days; and he has concerns with taking out a new pavement, which would leave a bump.

He said that he wishes the Board would reconsider where it has narrowed it down.

Director Daniel said that several years ago there was a beautiful street on Quapaw and

Prospect; but within 60 days, there were cuts made by the telephone company because forethought

was not put into utility work prior to it. He expressed concern with the paving of a new street and

then having to tear it out.

Director Edwards said the coordinating committee was formed in 1974, and he thought it was

still in force that they still work together. City Manager Kent Myers advised it is still in force; and

when they complete the paving, the City will be cutting it for the street walk. He stated paved stone

for the street walk will be installed, and they will receive calls on that. According to Public Works

Director Steve Mallett, crosswalks cannot be installed prior to the paving.

Director Daniel pointed out that can be justified but concrete barriers are different.
