Politicians and Leaders Deceiving Public?



     August 8, 2008

Have you heard the very professional radio commercials, the newspaper ads (in color), or have you received a copy of the really slick postcards asking, "Do you want a safer Garland County?"  Most of us already know that our city and county leaders are in favor of the so-called, "public safety" tax because they are the ones who will spend the millions generated from the new tax.
Now sit yourself down and get a grip before you read further.  Okay, we hope you are ready for this.  The group behind the current media and mail advertising are the same people.  The entire membership of the Committee for a Safer Garland County is comprised of elected officials and individuals currently on the payroll of the city or county.  "Not possible," you say?  Check with the Arkansas Ethics Commission or view their documents on www.HotSpringsTalk.com and you will find the following information:
Name of Ballot Question Committee:  Committee for a Safer Garland County
Committee Officers and Directors:  
Co-chairman - Michael Wright (president of Lodge #26, Garland County Sheriff's Department)
Co-chairman - Joseph T. Williams (president of Lodge #1, Hot Springs Fraternal Order of Police)
Treasurer - Paul Bosson (former Garland County prosecuting attorney)
Secretary - Larry Williams (current Garland County Judge)
Member - Larry Sanders (Garland County Sheriff)
Member - Ray Owen (JP on Garland County Quorum Court, chair of county finance committee)
Member - Bobby Southard (Police Chief, City of Hot Springs)
Member - Jason Lawrence (Courts Director paid by city of Hot Springs and Garland County)
The primary question you likely have is WHY?  Why would public officials and employees disguise themselves by using a committee name instead of using their own names?  Have you ever heard the term, "follow the money?"  The county's existing half-cent sales tax produced $7.561 million for 2007.  At current increases of 4.64 percent annually, this amount will equate to over $302 million over the 20 year jail bond term.  This means that even if you add the $34 million jail to all of the other proposed purchases (communications equipment, resource officers, fire-stations, etc.) there is still over $250 million left that is unallocated, sometimes known as "PORK."  What could be worse that we aren't being told?  The extra pork they are asking for now becomes 100 percent "PORK" at the end of 20 years because the tax never ends.  You also are not being told that both the city board and county quorum court refused to allow an amendment which would prevent the city and county from reducing their existing contributions to "public safety" expenses.  This effectively allows them to free up the millions currently being spent for "public safety" to use as they see fit.  The city directors can already taste that new city hall.  County leaders have already announced that they will use some of it for "raises for everyone."  
Consider the following question asked by a county leader to J. Sheperd Russell, III with the Friday firm (Little Rock bond counsel who stands to make millions from sale of bonds).  The question and answer follows:
Question: "Will the issue on the ballot have to mention any salary increases for county personnel?"
Answer:  "No. The ballot can specify that a certain portion of the county's share of tax collections will be used either (a) for law enforcement and criminal justice purposes, (b) operation of the sheriff's department or (c) operation of specified facilities. If approved, salaries to personnel can be paid with tax collections. This may include raises."
Reread the question by itself.  It all but says, "Do we have to tell the public what we're doing?"  Unfortunately, there are numerous other items documented where our leaders appear to be purposefully trying to deceive the public or avoid telling the whole truth.  Some of this information can be seen at www.jailtax.com.  We all know that we need a jail and we need to support public safety but do we have no choice other than giving a blank check to people who operate like these people are?  We have discovered many less expensive alternatives for funding real needs.  It seems that we have purposely not been informed of any of these except reneging on their promises not to raise property taxes. 
Oh, you really need to sit back down before you read further.  Yep, it gets worse.  Check the financial donors.  These financial documents can be seen at www.HotSpringsTalk.com.  You likely already know our city/county leaders plan to spend over $15 million for Motorola equipment and radios.  Also check the section on digital radios at www.jailtax.com  to see the many problems the proposed expensive radios have and don't even ask why they aren't taking bids from other radio suppliers.  The donors are as follows:  Fifty for the future-$25,000, Motorola PAC $7,500 in cash plus $1,000 in phone service, Police FOP #1-$1,000, Sheriff's FOP-$1,000, and $1,000 from the local Motorola manager.  Somehow that old cliché keeps popping to mind, "Follow the money and you'll find the culprits."  Anyhow, encourage everyone you know to get the facts before they vote.  Sometimes the unfunded and unpublicized side of issues proves to be the honest, open side.
Perhaps what we really need an election for is to get rid of some scheming deceitful elected officials and leaders.  Those city and county employees who are being improperly used by their bosses could then go back to doing city and county work instead of being forced to engage in Hot Springs "politics."
 

